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 On Wednesday December 20, 2017 Ranaa Al-Muzairai gave a lecture at the American 
University of Kuwait (AUK). Ranaa Al-Muzairai is an AUK alumnus who graduated with a BA 
in International Relations, while continuing her MA in Media in the Middle East from SOAS, 
University of London. She has previously interned at the U.S. Department of Commerce at the 
U.S. embassy in Kuwait, the United Nations House, and the Kuwaiti NGO Abolish 153. Al-
Muzairai gave a presentation on her dissertation entitled “Build-up to the 2003 Iraq War: Case 
Study of Fox News and Al-Jazeera” where she discussed the contrasting perspectives and views 
of Fox news and Al-Jazeera news and how they contrasted due to their imagery and language. 
 From the start of her presentation Al-Muzairai emphasized on the importance of the use 
of language by news channels among other factors leading to their dominance in the coverage of 
the 2003 Iraq War. This would lead for Al-Muzairai to compare and contrast Fox and Al-
Jazeera’s news styles and how the language affected the portrayal of the war. She also cited the 
key fundamental difference between the two was the overall theme of the war. While Al-Jazeera 
looked at the humanitarian costs and ethics of the war, Fox and several other American news 
channels emphasized on the possible timing of Saddam Hussein’s capture and dislodgement by 
the US military. This also highlighted how despite political association or affiliation, many 
American news channels portrayed the war in a similar fashion to Fox. Al-Muzairai hinted at this 
being a more patriotic theme for news channels and the general public. 
 Moreover, in her presentation Al-Muzairai noted the key presentational elements of each 
station contrasted and showed the overall portrayal of the war. On one hand Fox news used an 
animated American flag to portray its patriotism while also interviewing military personnel for 
their expertise and not interviewing nor asking foreign or Arab officials. Al-Muzairai also argued 
that Fox News’ jargon was focused on the war in a sense of defeating the enemy to insure 
America’s safety. On the other hand the speaker noted that Al-Jazeera News was seen as offering 
a more grey portrayal due to Fox News’ default bias and Al-Jazeera being located in the Middle 
East. Al-Jazeera was influenced and had contacts at Fox News’ however being an Arab news 
station their portrayal was greyer. They interviewed Saddam Hussein which would be taken with 
Fox with the Al-Jazeera watermark, which Al-Muzairai hinted as showing Al-Jazeera in a 
negative light to the American public. Al-Jazeera also reported the predicaments and casualties 
of the war from all sides and not just American personnel. 
 Overall, Rana Al-Muzairai gave a concise comparative presentation on Fox News and 
Al-Jazeera during the time of the 2003 Iraq war. Her points focused on the perspectives both 
news agencies brought to the public but also portrayed in their constant coverage of the war. Al-
Muzairai covered aesthetic factors as well as the varying use of experts to make her argument. In 
the end many questions regarding the American perspective on the war were asked but as an 
AUK alumn Al-Muzairai shared her insights on graduated studies, hoping to help students 
attending her lecture.  
 


